UP2GREEN - ECODEC Benin
Benin Programme

Development of agroforestry practices
for the fight against desertification and soil depletion
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Project leader: ECODEC Benin
https://ecodecbenin.org

AUBORI

Location: Tanguiéta, in the department

, ATAKORA |
of Atacora, north-western Benin,

Start of the project: 2011

Achievement: about 70,000 trees |
planted for more than 1,000 coLLmes
beneficiaries

Objectives of the project:

- raise awareness on environmental
issues;

- encourage environmentally-
friendly agricultural practices;

- help restore degraded
ecosystems;

- improve soil fertility;

- diversify the diet and income of
beneficiaries;

- stop bushfires

- curb desertification.




Concerned ecosystem: wooded savanna

Project Background and Interest: the project
takes place in the villages bordering the
Pendjari Biosphere Reserve. Agriculture is the
main activity in the villages, practised by 80% of
the population, followed by hunting and fishing.
The main crops are cotton, tubers (yam and
cassava) and cereals (rice, millet, sorghum, and
corn).

These crops, sometimes exploited intensively,
deplete the soils in the Sahelian part of the
country already prone to desertification.
Moreover, the wildlife and forest resources on
the outskirts of the Pendjari are overexploited,
and the ecosystems are deteriorating. In this
context, the planting of fast-growing trees
mixed with fruit trees will help replenish woody
plants and bring organic matter into the soil as
well as prevent the desertification of this area
bordering the Sahel.

Main species planted:
Mango, Manfigera indica
Beechwood, Gmelina arborea
Acacia, Acacia auriculiformis
African locust bean, Parkia
biglobosa
Cassia, Cassia siamea
Cashew, Western Anacardium
Shea, Vitellaria Paradoxa
Orange, Citrus Sinensis
Moringa, Moringa Oleifera

Beneficiaries of the project: 80% of the
beneficiaries are farmers and settled Fulani,
who are nomadic herders. The concerned area
includes villages far from each other. All of them
belong to specific ethnic groups who speak
different languages, which necessitates
appropriate awareness-raising seminars.




