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UP2GREEN - Atmosylva 

Programme: France  
Towards attaining a French Label Bas-Carbon Certification: Afforestation after a 

wildfire in Saint Mars d’Outillé, France (72 Department) 

Programme 

Local manager: Atmosylva 

Location: Saint-Mars-d’Outillé in the 
Sarthe department in France (72 
Department) 

Start of the project : 2022 

Achievement: 4,231 trees planted on 3 
hectares of up to 585 tonnes of stored 
carbon. 

Capacity : 19,500 trees 
 

 

 

Objectives of the project 

-Reforest land after a wildfire 

-Set a simple sustainable 
management plan (PEFC certified) for 
the reforested plot, adding a variety 
of species and trees with diverse 
maturity. 

-Be certified for a French Bas-Carbon 
Label (LBC). 

 



 

 
Concerned ecosystem: The plots are located in the 
Pays de la Loire region in the heart of the Sarthe 
department whose afforestation rate of 20% is lower 
than the average of metropolitan France which is at 31%. 
Two-thirds of the forest is deciduous, largely made up of 
chestnut and oak trees. Sarthe’s landscape is mainly a 
bocage, irrigated by a vast network of rivers (more than 
4,000 km of waterways). 
 

Project background and interest: Despite the 
diversity of landscapes and natural environments, as well 
as an increasing forest area, the forests in Sarthe are 
heavily affected by dieback due to droughts or the spread 
of root pathogens such as chestnut ink. Forest fires are 
also a big factor: in 2020, Sarthe was the department that 
carried out the most wildfire interventions in the western 
area (20 departments). Fires are likely to increase 
because of climate change, if measures are not taken to 
avoid the presence of dry vegetation and if firewall 
systems are not put in place. 
 
The project is located in a forest of resinous and 
deciduous trees, known as the “Landes de la Chevalerie”, 
located in the eastern part of Saint-Mars-d'Outillé in 
France. The city, very wooded compared to the rest of 
the department, with 47% of forests, has a path crossing 
the forest massif that connects to a hiker’s trail.  

 

 

Planted species 
Maritime pine, Pinus pinaster: 74% 

Atlas cedar, Cedrus atlantica: 22% 

Downy oak, Quercus pubescens: 4% 

 

Beneficiaries of the project: People involved in 
the project, those who make their living from the 
forest, and local wildlife. 

 


